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ENGLISH LEARING

My name Is baoc Alpert, o
and | am eriginally from Sharen, u r
Momsochusetts, a small town outside of
Boston. | have been an English teacher for
fourteen years, and have had the privilege
of teaching students in the United 5tates, Korea, Taiean, Thailand, and
now here. | come from a family of teachers (one of my yvounger brothers

)
k a sclence teacher in California, and my sister s a kindergorten and first  §
grode teacher in Mew York City). ‘#_-_

Leaming a new languoage i never eawy. Too often students struggle to be perfect, when in fact that is the wrong
goal to have. Language is nothing more thon a tool people use to communicote, Longuoge is a
beautiful, complioated human development, but it i still just o bool. &5 how we share
jokes ond stories, ond how we explain our needs and wants. But just lilke a hammer or a
stapler, language must be made to work for us, not the other way arcund.
s g teacher, | have alwoys worked to moke English study o plegsure. Sdhool is never going to
be gz much fun o3 ploving o gome on o smortphone or ployng bosketball with wvour friends,
but school can, and should, be a pleciurable experience. It is a chance to try new things out, and
see what works and what doesn't. 5chool is a unigue place, in which failure i allowed and encouraged,
as long os it s followed by learning.
| am locking forward to the new challenges that my students will present before me, ond expect to
learn as much from them as they do from me. | hope that over the coming years we can grow
together, and they will come to see me a3 more than the English teacher, but as the sweaty
guy who loves riding a biogcle, eating pizza, reading booles, writing stories, and being
pushed to try things he is terrified of doing.
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